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 Five ways to care for your group  
during Covid and beyond  

Be There  
The power of just turning up to encourage others is phenomenal. We must 
not see the group as a thing we go to, but ourselves as the group; It does not 
exist apart from us. Commit to your small group family as much, if not more 
than you would commit yourself to getting to work.  

Be Active 
It’s true, the more you put in, the more you’ll get out of your small group. Look 
through the study or passage before the group meets. Answer questions, engage in 
conversation, share opinions, be willing to pray, read, lead, help set-up or pack-up. 
Jesus wasn’t lying when he said “it is more blessed to give than to receive”.  

Be Open about yourself, your joys and your struggles.  
One of the greatest blessings of small groups is knowing others and being known 
more personally. Similarly, be open about not understanding questions or parts of 
scripture. Chances are, someone else has been through something similar and 
appreciates you’ve shared it, or had a similar question you did but were too shy to 

ask it.  

Be Concerned for others.  
Resist the temptation to think “the group must serve my needs” before 
asking, “how can I serve the needs of others?” It’s also not just the leaders’ 
role to care for the needs of the group. Each member plays their part as we all 
care for one another. Be concerned for how people are travelling. Ask 
questions about their week and their life and be active in caring for them as 
they share. Seek to connect with members outside of the meeting.   

Be On About God  
One of the temptations of a good small group is to get caught up in each 
other’s interests and end up talking about lots of not so meaningful things. 
Be on about God and what He’s doing in each other’s lives. Share His word 
with each other, pray for each other, encourage mission and godly living, 
rebuke, correct and train one another in righteousness. 



Journeying Through Acts 
Sunday	18th	October	

Acts	1:1-26	@	Church										£	
Sunday	8th	November	

Acts	3:1-26	@	Church										£	

Sunday	29th	November	

Acts	5:12-42	@	Church						£	
Monday	19th	October	

Acts	2:1-36																																					£	
Monday	9th	November		

Acts	12:1-19																																		£	

Monday	30th	November		

Acts	18:1-22																																			£	
Tuesday	20th	October		
Acts	2:37-47																																		£	

Tuesday	10th	November	
Acts	12:20-25																															£	

Tuesday	1st	December		
Acts	18:23-19:10																							£	

Wednesday	21st	October	
Acts	3:1-26																																					£	

Wednesday	11th	November	
Acts	13:1-12																																		£	

Wednesday	2nd	December		
Acts	19:11-22																																£	

Thursday	22nd	October	
Acts	4:1-37																																					£	

Thursday	12th	November	
Acts	13:13-41																															£	

Thursday	3rd	December		
Acts	19:23-41																																£	

Friday	23rd	October	
Acts	5:1-11																																					£	

Friday	13th	November	
Acts	13:42-52																															£	

Friday	4th	December		
Acts	20:1-6																																						£	

Saturday	24th	October	
Acts	5:12-32																																		£	

Saturday	14th	November	
Acts	14:1-7																																						£	

Saturday	5th	December		
Acts	20:7-35																																			£	

Sunday	25th	October	
Acts	2:1-39	@	Church										£	

Sunday	15th	November	
Acts	4:1-37	@	Church								£	

Sunday	6th	December		
Acts	6:1-7	@	Church														£	

Monday	26th	October	
Acts	5:33-42																																		£	

Monday	16th	November	
Acts	14:8-28																																		£	

Monday	7th	December		
Acts	20:36-21:16																							£	

Tuesday	27th	October	
Acts	6:1-7																																								£	

Tuesday	17th	November	
Acts	15:1-11																																			£	

Tuesday	8th	December		
Acts	21:17-39																															£	

Wednesday	28th	October	
Acts	6:8-7:60																																	£	

Wednesday	18th	November	
Acts	15:12-35																															£	

Wednesday	9th	December		
Acts	21:40-22:29																							£	

Thursday	29th	October	
Acts	8:1-25																																					£	

Thursday	19th	November	
Acts	15:36-41																															£	

Thursday	10th	December		
Acts	22:30-23:11																							£	

Friday	30th	October	
Acts	8:26-40																																		£	

Friday	20th	November	
Acts	16:1-10																																		£	

Friday	11th	December		
Acts	23:12-22																															£	

Saturday	31st	October	

Acts	9:1-19a																																		£	

Saturday	21st	November	

Acts	16:11-15																															£	

Saturday	12th	December		

Acts	23:23-35																															£	
Sunday	1st	November		

Acts	2:36-47	@	Church						£	

Sunday	22nd	November		

Acts	5:1-11	@	Church								£	

Sunday	13th	December		

Acts	6:8-7:60	@	Church						£	
Monday	2nd	November	

Acts	9:19b-31																															£	

Monday	23rd	November	

Acts	16:16-24																															£	

Monday	14th	December		

Acts	24:1-27																																		£	
Tuesday	3rd	November	
Acts	9:32-43																																		£	

Tuesday	24th	November		
Acts	16:25-34																															£	

Tuesday	15th	December		
Acts	25:1-12																																		£	

Wednesday	4th	November	
Acts	10:1-48																																		£	

Wednesday	25th	November	
Acts	16:35-40																															£	

Wednesday	16th	December		
Acts	25:13-26:32																							£	

Thursday	5th	November	
Acts	11:1-18																																			£	

Thursday	26th	November		
Acts	17:1-15																																			£	

Thursday	17th	December		
Acts	27:1-44																																		£	

Friday	6th	November		
Acts	11:19-26																															£	

Friday	27th	November	
Acts	17:16-21																																£	

Friday	18th	December		
Acts	28:1-16																																		£	

Saturday	7th	November	
Acts	11:27-30																															£	

Saturday	28th	November	
Acts	17:	22-34																														£	

Saturday	19th	December			
Acts	28:17-31																															£	

	

	



Tools for Better Reading	

Here	are	some	helpful	tools	for	reflecting	on	each	passage.	Use	whichever	
is	most	helpful	for	you	to	engage	with	the	word.	Maybe	even	try	each	one	
to	see	if	one	works	better	for	you.	Be	sure	to	pray	first	that	God,	by	His	
Holy	Spirit,	would	help	you	understand	His	word.		
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INTRODUCTION TO ACTS
Introduction

The book of Acts shows the progress of the unstoppable gospel following Jesus’ ascension. Jesus is central 
and	active	throughout	the	book,	as	his	Spirit-empowered	people	bear	witness	to	his	resurrection.	

Acts	1:8	is	the	key	verse	for	the	book	and	sets	forth	Jesus’	mission	for	his	church:	

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

The	rest	of	Acts	records	the	fulfillment	of	this	prophecy.	By	the	end	of	Acts	11,	the	Apostle’s	witness	has	
finally	moved	to	the	Gentile	world.	This	movement	continues	in	the	rest	of	Acts,	as	Paul	departs	on	his	
missionary journeys throughout the Roman world.

Authorship

It has been understood since the time of early Christianity that Acts was written by Luke as a continuation 
of his gospel. Luke 1:1-4 tells us that he was a second generation Christian. He was not part of Jesus’ 
ministry	in	Israel,	but	he	had	extensive	contact	with	“eyewitnesses	and	servants	of	the	word”.	Luke	was	a	
companion	of	the	Apostle	Paul	and	was	present	at	some	of	the	events	described	in	Acts.	This	can	be	seen	in	
parts	of	the	book	where	the	account	is	told	using	“we”	language	(first-person	plural).

Date

The	events	described	in	Acts	take	place	immediately	after	the	events	in	the	gospels.	There	is	a	slight	overlap,	
as both the gospels and Acts describe Jesus’ resurrection appearances and ascension. The book itself was 
written	within	the	first	century,	probably	around	the	70’s	AD.	It	is	possible	that	Acts	could	haven	been	
written	even	as	early	as	62-64	AD,	as	Luke	does	not	mention	the	persecution	by	Nero	and	the	death	of	Paul.

Audience

Acts	1:1-2	mentions	a	man	named	Theophilus	as	the	person	he	is	writing	for.	Theophilus	may	have	been	a	
Roman	official	as	Luke	calls	him	“most	excellent	Theophilus”	in	Luke	1:3.

JERUSALEM
JUDEA 

AND 
SAMARIA

ENDS 
OF THE 
EARTH

Robert Abboud
NOTHING
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STUDY ONE | ACTS 1:1-26   

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 
 Getting Started 

What is an essential item you need to do your daily work? What could you not do without?   

 Read Acts 1:1-11  

1. The book of Acts begins where Luke’s gospel ended: Jesus has risen from the dead. 
According to verses 1-3, what has Jesus been doing since then? 

2. Look at verses 4-5. What does Jesus promise is going to happen next for his disciples? 

3. What do you think the Disciples had in mind by their question in verse 6? 

 

Note: The Restoration of the Kingdom to Israel 
The Old Testament held out the hope that in the future, God would restore his people, Israel. 
Passages such as Ezekiel 34, Isaiah 2:1-4, 49:8-26, Jeremiah 31:31-34, 33:6-9 and many others 
point to this hope. God’s people would be restored to be all that God had intended them to be. 
They envisioned ruling over the other nations, prospering under God, living in peace and 
security with God’s glory among them. The disciple’s question is concerned with timing. They 
clearly thought Jesus was going to bring that restoration and they want to know when.  

4. In verses 7-8, Jesus redirects their focus from the timing to the job he has for them to do. 
What is the job? 

5. What do you think it means to be a “witness” of Jesus? 
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6. In verses 9-11, the disciples see Jesus being taken up to heaven. Why do you think they stand 
there, looking up into the sky? 

7. What do you think they should be doing instead? 

 Read Acts 1:12-26 

8. In verse 12, the disciples are in Jerusalem, praying. What do you think they might have been 
praying for? 

9. Peter speaks to all the gathered believers in verse 15-22 about Judas’ betrayal of Jesus. He 
understands the betrayal and that Judas should be replaced as the fulfi llment of Psalm 69.  
Read Luke 24:44-49. How has what Jesus said helped Peter come to this conclusion about 
Judas?        What conviction does Peter have about the Scriptures (Acts 1:16) 

10. Who chooses Matthias? How does the passage show this?  

 

Note: Casting Lots 
Casting lots was a way of finding out God’s will and is featured a few times in the Old Testament 
(See Leviticus 16:8, Numbers 26:55 and Jonah 1:7-8). It probably involved putting two stones in 
a container, shaking it and seeing which stone falls out (similar to our modern day rolling of 
dice). Though the Apostles do this, the bible never prescribes this as an ongoing way to check 
God’s will. This scenario is more “Descriptive” than “Prescriptive”. Through Acts it can be difficult 
to decipher which of these two categories should guide our reading, though it is helpful to keep 
asking that question as we work through the book.  
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 Application 

11. Jesus originally gave the job to be his witnesses to the Apostles. How is our witness today 
like the Apostle’s witness? How is our witness different? 

12. Looking back over the passage, what is Jesus’ involvement in the Apostle’s work and how is 
it similar to his involvement in ours? 

13. What are some ways that we can get distracted from our job of witnessing? 

14. What difference should having this job make to what we do each day? 

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY TWO | ACTS 2:1-47 

THE TIME HAS COME 
 Getting Started 

Have you ever been hesitant to tell someone some difficult or important news? Why was it 
difficult and what would have made it easier?  
  
Note: Pentecost 
These events occur on the day of Pentecost, a Jewish harvest festival. This festival is held 50 days 
after Passover. Acts 1:3 tells us that it was 40 days between Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension. 
According to this timeline, the disciples have been waiting in Jerusalem for 10 days since Jesus 
was taken up to heaven. 

 Read Acts 2:1-13 

1. What are the disciples waiting for in Jerusalem? (Think back to Acts 1) 

2. In verses 2-4 The Holy Spirit’s arrival is described in three ways. What are they? 

 — 
 — 
 — 

3. How is the disciple’s speaking in tongues described in verses 5-11? 

 

   
Note: Speaking in Tongues. 
In the Old Testament, when people were empowered by the Spirit they would prophesy (See 1 
Samuel 10:9-10 for example). The same thing happens here as the disciples declare the 
“wonders of God”. However, in this passage they are saying these things in other tongues or 
languages. Verses 6-11 makes it clear that these are intelligible human languages that are 
known by the crowd. 
It is important to note that Acts 2 (and the rest of the book) does not establish the expectation 
that speaking in tongues is the normal experience for when people become Christians. For 
example, there are many times when people become Christians and do not speak in tongues, 
such as in Acts 8:26-40 and even Acts 2:37-47! 
Instead, speaking in tongues happens at select moments in Acts when the gospel breaks new 
ground and the early church needs a sign that God has truly accepted people that they would 
have been reluctant to accept as Christians (such as non-jewish people). 
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4. How does the Jewish crowd react when they hear the disciples in verses 12-13? 

 Read Acts 2:14-36 

5. Peter stands up amongst the crowd and explains to them the meaning behind what they have 
seen. Complete the table below: 

6. How does this explain the reason why the disciples are speaking in tongues? 

7. Verse 36 begins with the word, “Therefore...” How does Peter conclude his speech? 

Verses Old Testament 
Promise

What happened to 
Jesus/the Apostles 

Things you don’t 
understand 

15–21 

22–28 

29–35 
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 Application 

8. How did you come to realise that Jesus is Lord and Messiah? What particular things impacted 
you at that time? 

9. Some people have said - the Gospel is the announcement of the Lordship of Jesus, resulting 
in all people everywhere needing to surrender their lives over to His rule before He returns to 
judge (Philippians 2:9-11). How do people generally respond to this truth and how does 
everything Jesus did before being crowned Lord (living a perfect life, teaching, suffering and 
dying in the place of sinners) help people submit to His Lordship?  

10. How is what happens here fulfi lling the role of being a “witness” for Jesus? Is preaching the 
message the whole job? What else does it entail? 

11. Jesus has also empowered us with His Spirit. How does He help us in our witness today?  

 Pray in Response  
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STUDY THREE | ACTS 2:36-47  

STARTING OUT   
  
 Getting Started 

If a friend said to you, “OK, I believe in Jesus, what do I do now?” What would you say to them?  

 Context 
Share in a sentence what Peter’s message to the people in Jerusalem was.  

 Read Acts 2:36-47 

1. In verses 37-39 How do the people respond and what does Peter say they must do? 

2. What does it mean to “repent” and why do you think Peter emphasises baptism as one of the 
first things to do?  

 

Note: Baptism 
Baptism is a life-aligning act. In the case of the gospel, God calls us by His Holy Spirit and 
awakens our hearts to the truth about Jesus (his life, death and resurrection on our behalf). 
When we respond and put our faith in Jesus we are deciding to align our life with his leadership 
(Lordship). Baptism is a sign of that new way of life. The physical act of baptism signifies dying to 
our old sinful ways (going down into the water/grave) being cleansed of our sin (by the washing 
of water), then rising to new life with Jesus (coming out of the water having been cleansed by 
God through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection in our place). We never baptise ourselves, but 
are always baptised by another to signify the work God has done on our behalf and the new 
community we are being baptised into. If you call yourself a Christian, but haven’t been 
baptised, talk to your leader or our Staff team. It is a God-given privilege.  
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3. Notice Peter’s approach to sharing this message about Jesus in verse 40. He “warned them” 
and “pleaded with them”. What are the dangers of only using one of these approaches when 
sharing about Jesus?   How have you done either one before?  

4. In verses 42–47 What did the “normal” Christian life look like for the first community of 
believers?  

 

Note: The Apostle’s Teaching  
The New Testament is “the Apostle’s teaching” for us today. Jesus commissioned them with his 
own words which they passed on to others in person and then in writing. We have the privilege 
of reading their words now in the Gospels and in the Letters. Christians acknowledge the Old 
and New Testaments as God’s Scriptures and as the foundation for our belief and practice (Eph 
2:20). 2 Peter 1:12–21 gives us a great explanation of the Apostle’s role and how Scripture (Old 
and New Test) came to be. In John 17:20-21 Jesus prays for us who would believe in Him 
through the Apostle’s message. He also calls us blessed for believing in Him through their word 
(John 20:29).    Praise God for preserving His word for us!  

 Application 

5. How is our Christian life (daily practice) the same and how is it different to the early Church? 
Are there things we still do today but in a different way?  

6. Are there some ways we need to realign our own lives with what they were doing?  

7. Who added people to their number daily (v47)? How should this affect the way we pray for 
unbelievers and praise God when people are saved?  

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY FOUR | ACTS 3:1-4:31 

WHO WILL YOU OBEY? 
 Getting Started 

Do you find it easy or difficult to talk about Jesus to others? Share an experience of either.  

 Context 
In under 30 seconds, share with another person what has happened so far in Acts?  

 Read 
1. Break into smaller groups and summarise one of these sections — 3:1-10,  3:11-26,  4:1-22, 
then present back to the whole group.  
In particular, note: 

• What do Peter and John do? 

• What does this section show about Jesus?  

• How does the crowd/Sanhedrin respond? 

2. Why do you think Peter and John were so courageous in 4:8-13 and 4:18-20? 

 Read Acts 4:23-31 

3. The first thing Peter and John do after their release is tell the other believers what happened. 
Imagine you are one of those believers hearing their report. What would you be thinking and 
feeling at that moment? What advice would you give the group after hearing their report? 

4. The believers pray in response to Peter and John’s report. In verse 24, how do they address 
God in their prayer?      What does that title mean?  
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5. What do they pray for and how does it highlight God’s sovereignty and our role under Him? 

6. Does what the believers ask for surprise you? What other things might you have expected 
them to ask?  

7. What happens after they pray (v31)? 

8. Seeing as they already received the Holy Spirit (2:1-4), what might it mean here to be “fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit” (4:8 and 4:31)?  
    

 Application 

9. The Jewish authorities tried to silence the believers from talking about Jesus. What are some 
of the ways people try to silence Christians today? Have you experienced it personally?  

10. How has this passage and the disciple’s answered prayer encouraged you to talk about 
Jesus, even when there is pressure to be silent? 

11. Is it ever right to choose to not talk about Jesus? When might such situations occur? How 
might these situations be different to the one in this passage? 

12. In what areas of your life do you need prayer for boldness? Share with the group and pray 
for one another. 

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY FIVE | ACTS 4:32-5:11 

A HOLY PEOPLE 
 Getting Started 

What are some good and bad things that Christians have a reputation for? 

 Context 
What forces have threatened the believers so far in Acts? 

 Read Acts 4:32-37 

1. List all the things that the believers and apostles do in these verses. 

Verse What the Believers and Apostles do 

32

33

34

35

36

37
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2. The sentence in verse 32 is interesting: “No one claimed that any of their possessions was 
their own, but they shared everything they had.”    Does this mean that there was no private 
property amongst believers in Jerusalem?    Why/why not? 

3. What then, does verse 32 show us about the believers attitude to their belongings? 

4. According to verse 33, what was the motivation behind the believer’s generosity in vs34-35? 

5. How would you describe in a few words, the picture of church life in these verses? 

 Read Acts 5:1-11 

6. How does what Ananias and Sapphira do in 5:1-2 compare to what Joseph did in 4:36-37? 

7. What exactly was wrong with what they did? (See verses 3-4 and 7-9) 

8. Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira might have done this? Notice 4:36-37 and 5:3. 

9. What is interesting about the wording used in verse 3 to describe Satan’s activity? Where have 
you seen this sort of wording before in Acts? 

10. Does this mean that it wasn’t really Ananias’ fault?    Why/why not? 
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11. In verse 5 and 11, “great fear seized the whole Church and all who heard about these 
events”.   What does it mean to fear God?   What doesn’t it mean? 

12. Why might God want his church to fear him? What might have happened if he didn’t take 
this action in Acts 5? 
  

 Application 

13. What are some of the social needs of our church members? 

14. How might you be able to show Grace-fi lled generosity to help meet those needs? 

15. In what ways do we (you) seek human praise and reputation when serving God, like Ananias 
and Sapphira? 

16. Church discipline is never pleasant to give out or to receive. What are some good reasons 
for churches to take appropriate action when faced with the sin of fellow members? What would 
stop you from practicing it?  

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY SIX | ACTS 5:12-42 

UNSTOPPABLE 
 Getting Started 
 Choose one:  
What do you think are the biggest barriers to Christianity?  

“Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim 3:12) - Discuss.  

 Read Acts 5:12-33 

1. Using the table, how do both God and the Jewish religious leaders show their power in this 
passage? 

2. In what ways is the experience of the Apostles with the Sanhedrin similar to the experience of 
Jesus in the gospels? (See Mark 15:10, Mark 14:63-65, Matthew 26:47, 50-56, Luke 22:47-53) 

Verse God Jewish Leaders

12–16

17–18

19–26

27–28

29–32

33
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3. What does this similarity suggest about how things will go for the Sanhedrin as they try to 
stop the apostle’s preaching? 

 Read Acts 5:34-42 

4. Why does Gamaliel suggest what he does to the Sanhedrin in verse 38-39? What is he 
expecting will happen to the Apostles and their message (See 36-37).  

5. After accepting Gamaliel’s advice, what does the Sanhedrin do to the Apostles in verse 40? 
Why do you think they did that?  

6. How did the Apostles react to their punishment in verses 41-42?  Why do they react this way 
(See verses 29-32)?  

7. Thinking back over the whole passage, how has Jewish opposition to the message of Jesus 
intensified since chapter 4 (See 4:7 & 4:21)?  Why do you think that is?  

8. How has God undermined the religious leader’s apparent “power” in this passage?  
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 Application 

9. Why is it ultimately stupid to resist the message of the gospel?   

10. What are some ways in which powerful figures and institutions have opposed, and still 
oppose, Christians?   Has that affected your courage or ability to witness in any way?  

11. Even though the preaching of the gospel is often opposed and Christians suffer for Jesus, 
the gospel will never be stopped because it is from God. How does this truth encourage you? 

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY SEVEN | ACTS 6:1-7  

AN ORGANISED CHURCH  
 Getting Started 

What would you say is the most important aspect of Church?  

 Read Acts 6:1-7  

1. Leaving aside theological disagreement, different tastes in Music, Morning Tea and the colour 
of the carpet have caused some of the biggest disputes in Church life, resulting in people even 
leaving Church over it. What are the believers upset about in verse 1?  

2. What were some of the factors that led to this issue in verse 1 (note: they are positive factors)?  

3. In verse 2, what would it not have been right to neglect (See also verse 4)?   Why is that?  

4. Who did the Twelve gather together to discuss this problem with, and who had the role of 
choosing people to solve the problem (2-4)?    How did the group respond in verse 5?  

5. In verse 3, what were the qualifications needed for serving?  
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6. What did the Apostles do for the people chosen in verse 6 and what happened to the Church 
as a result in verse 7?  

 

Note: Suffering   
John Piper said: “Christians care about all suffering, especially eternal suffering.” That is, We 
Christians are committed to relieving suffering in this world, and even more so in the world to 
come. Suffering in this physical age will never be extinguished as long as sin is present in the 
world, yet we do our best to to relieve it in ourselves and others until God fully and finally does 
on the last day. Penn Jillette (of Penn & Teller) once rightly asked, “How much do you have to 
hate somebody to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them?”  
  

 Application 

7. What happens when Churches/Christians major on social justice issues (serving the 
immediate practical needs of others) and neglect the ministry of the Word and Prayer?  
Why do you think some Churches (or even you personally) would be inclined to major on the 
social needs over the spiritual needs?  

8. It is important to note the Apostles did not cancel the service to widows for the Word ministry. 
It is not about doing one OR the other, but ensuring both are happening together.   
Why is it important that both happen side-by-side? Can you think of some bible passages that 
defend your reasons?  

9. a) How would you respond to someone who said - “I don’t do the vacuuming/cleaning/chair 
set-up at Church, I just teach the word.”? 
b) Similarly, what would you say to someone who said - “I’m not the kind of person to raise my 
voice about Jesus, I just stick to my role of morning tea/gardening/fixing/organising etc.”?  

 Pray in Response  
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STUDY EIGHT | ACTS 6:8-8:1 

THE TRUTH EXPOSED 
 Getting Started 

Have you ever accidentally revealed a secret? Or had someone reveals yours? What happened?  

 Read Acts 6:8-15 

1. What kind of a man was Stephen (8-10 & 15)?  

2. There are 2 parts to the accusation against Stephen. What are they and are they true or false? 

 —           
 —  

 Read Acts 7:1-53 

3. Stephen replies to these accusations by reviewing the history of God’s dealings with Israel. 
Read through each section of Stephen’s speech and note down: 

Verses Main Historical 
Person What God Did With Them How People 

Responded To Them

1–8

9–19

20–44

45a

45b—46

47

Robert Abboud
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4. Verse 48 marks a turning point in Stephen’s speech as he shifts to accuse his accusers! What 
does Stephen accuse the Sanhedrin of doing (48—53)? 

5. How do these verses (48–53) help us understand why Stephen gave a review of Israel’s 
history? 

6. How would you summarise the whole message of Stephen’s speech in one sentence? 

 Read Acts 7:54-8:1 

7. Why do you think the Sanhedrin react the way they do in verse 54? 

8. God gives Stephen a vision in verses 55-56. What does it mean that Jesus is “standing at the 
right hand of God” and why do you think God showed Stephen that? (If time permits, see Daniel 
7:13-14, Psalms 98:1, 108:6, 109:6, 110:1, 110:5, 138:7). 

9. What do the Sanhedrin do when they hear Stephen’s testimony about Jesus (57-58) and what 
does that say about their likeness to their ancestors? 
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10. Stephen becomes the first person to be killed for being a witness of Jesus. What does 
Stephen pray for in his final moments (59-60)?  

11. What does this reveal about Stephen’s heart and his hope?   

 Application 

12. Stephen is a model of a courageous witnessing for Jesus. What do you find most inspiring 
about Stephen’s witness? 

13. Like the Sanhedrin, people still resist God today. What are some ways you’ve personally 
seen this resistance expressing itself?  

14. How do you tend to respond when a friend or Christian leader shows you that you are 
wrong? What does the example of the Sanhedrin in these chapters warn us against?  

15. With all the examples in Acts so far, how would you encourage a friend who is facing 
persecution for witnessing about Jesus? 

 Pray in Response 
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STUDY NINE | ACTS 8:1-25 

BREAKING NEW GROUND 
 Getting Started 

Have you ever responded negatively to something God was doing in your life, but later could see 
the benefits?  Share a time.  

 Context  

What are the main things that have happened so far in Acts? 

 Read Acts 8 

1. What were the consequences of Stephen’s death (8:1-5) and how was it in line with God’s 
plans? (Remember Acts 1:8)  

2. Philip was introduced in chapter 6. He was appointed along with Stephen to serve the Greek 
widows. What kind of ministry is he involved in now (5-6 & 12-13) and how do the Samaritans 
respond to him (6-8 & 12-13)? 

 

Note: Apostles and the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17) 
This is an interesting situation. Here we see the Samaritans genuinely believed in Jesus and were 
baptised in His name, yet hadn’t received the Holy Spirit until the Apostles prayed and laid their 
hands on them. Is this what we should expect today? No... In Acts we see walls being broken 
down, again and again, as the gospel breaks into new territory and is received by new people 
groups (See Acts 1:8). The Apostles here are personally witnessing and confirming the Gospel of 
Jesus as it advances into these new areas. We also see particular signs and wonders being 
performed as the Gospel breaks new ground. This was God’s way of confirming His message 
through His appointed witnesses, the Apostles, until their story and their words were written 
down for us. Some people have become obsessed with needing miracles to confirm God’s truth, 
and in so doing have harmed that truth and been unhelpful witnesses. Of course, God still can 
do miracles today, He can do anything! But, we recognise the absolute miracle it is seeing a life 
lived in complete rebellion against God, turning to obey and live for Him by the Holy Spirit. 
Never downplay the miracle of your own Christian conversion, but keep sharing it with others.  
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3. Compare the 2 different responses to the Gospel by Simon (18–24) and the Ethiopian (26–39). 

4. Overall, what do you think Simon’s problem was?   

How are each of them described? 
                Simon (9–11)                            Ethiopian (27–28)

What has grabbed each of their attention?  
                Simon (18)                                Ethiopian (30–34)

What do each of them want?  
                 Simon (19)                                Ethiopian (36)

What do each of them get? What’s each one’s outcome? 
                Simon (20–24)                          Ethiopian (39b)
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Note: What happened to Simon? 
Simon had seemingly believed Philip’s message and been baptised, but had failed to leave his 
old ways behind him. Acts does not tell us what happened to Simon after this, whether he truly 
repented or fell away. Instead, we are immediately shown a better example of how to respond to 
the Gospel in the Ethiopian man.  

 Application 

5. What aspects from your old life have you not fully turned away from? What’s making it hard?  

6. Philip was ready to preach the gospel wherever he went and people were being saved! Are 
you prepared and ready to share the gospel wherever you go? What might help you be ready?  

7. Do you, like the Ethiopian struggle to understand Scripture when you read it? Why do you 
think that is? What would help you understand it better?  

8. Jews did not associate with Samaritans, yet on account of Jesus, Philip was willing to share the 
gospel with them. Who/what kind of people do you find yourself holding the gospel back from?  

Share one BIG area Acts 1-8 has encouraged or challenged you in this term.  

 Pray in Response 



36 | Acts 1-11

“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 (NIV)


